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All right, rising 5th graders, it’s time to begin thinking about and preparing for your summer 

reading assignment. With your parent’s permission and help, you may read a brief summary 

of each of the books pictured above at the following websites: 

www.commonsensemedia.org/reviews/age/10/category/book?action; 

www.goodreads.com.  The four books are Lemonade War, Out of My Mind, Radio Fifth 

Grade, and My Side of the Mountain. Please note that the indicated page numbers may or 

may not be accurate. You will need to choose ONE of the books, read it, and complete a 

project on it. The report/project is due  Tuesday, August 13. I have enclosed the rubric that 

will be used in grading the assignment.  

Be creative with your project. You may choose to depict your favorite scene (or any scene) 

in a shoebox diorama or drawn on poster paper. You may choose to do something “out of 

the box” and that is ok. Make sure to include the following with your project: 

 Title and Author 

 Main Characters- describe each one 

 Short summary of the book 

 Your favorite part of the book 

 Your least favorite part of the book 

 Your opinion of the book 

You are welcome to borrow a book from the 5th grade classroom library. However, I ask 

that the book be returned in the same condition as which it was borrowed, or it will need to 

be replaced. I will start loaning books during the last week of school. See you soon!  
 

 
Mrs. Hudson 

http://www.commonsensemedia.org/reviews/age/10/category/book?action
http://www.goodreads.com/


 

 
 

Summer Reading RUBRIC 
 

 4 3 2 1 

Creativity -shows creativity 
and thought  
-excellent use of 
color is evident 
-all elements are 
well organized 

-neat  
-shows evidence of 
time spent on it 
-colorful  
-organized 

-neat 
-some color  
-some organization  

-very little color  
-unorganized 
-sloppy  

Main 
Character & 
Descriptions 

-main characters 
are listed  
-thorough 
description given of 
each character 

-some of the main 
characters are 
listed  
-description given 
of some of the 
characters 

-characters are 
listed  
-no descriptions are 
given of the 
characters 

-neither characters 
nor their 
descriptions are 
given 

Summary -complete summary 
which includes 
main points of story 
 

-complete summary 
but lacks main 
points of story 

-incomplete 
summary  

-no summary 

Opinion; 
Favorite & 
Least Favorite 
Part  

-opinion of the book 
was given with 
many details to 
support the opinion 

-opinion of the book 
was given with few 
details to support 
the opinion 

-opinion of the book 
was given with no 
details to support 
the opinion 

-no opinion was 
given 

Grammar and 
Spelling 

-grammatical errors 
or misspelled 
words: 0-3 

-grammatical errors 
or misspelled 
words: 4-6 

-grammatical errors 
or misspelled 
words: 7-10 

-grammatical errors 
or misspelled 
words: 11+ 

Total: 
             

          /20 
 

Comments: 
 
 
 
 

 

 


